
Mark your calendars! The Armenian Library and Museum in Watertown, MA will 

host this fallôs Northeastern Region symposium on November 14, 2009. 

The Museum, founded in 1971, houses the largest collection of Armenian arti-

facts in the Diaspora, including an impressive holding of over 3,000 textiles. 

ALMAôs textile curator Susan Lind-Sinanian will lead tours of her recently -

mounted Armenian regional costume and Identifying Armenian Lace  exhibitions.  

Speakers will include Sumru Krody, Associate Curator of Eastern Hemisphere 

Collections for the Textile Museum in Washington, DC, discussing ikat traditions 

of central Asia, and Elsbeth Dijxhoorn, who has researched regional variations 

in embroidered textiles from ALMAôs own collection. Guests may also tour the 

museumôs rotating exhibition spaces and textile storage facilities. 

A full program and registration information will be mailed in early fall.  Until 

then, visit http://www.almainc.org for a look at the museumôs many offerings. 

Sneak Preview: Fall Symposium at the 

Armenian Library and Museum of America  
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From left: Manôs costume from Bitlis, 

featuring silk -  and wool -blend pants 

and jacket paired with goatôs hair 

vest; Armenian rug display; brideôs 

costume from Dikranagert with silk 

skirt, bodice, and sash. Costume 

photographs by Naveed Noor, cour-

tesy of Susan Lind -Sinanian,; rugs 

courtesy of http://www.almainc.org,  



Greetings from the President,  

 

The Northeastern region just held our summer 

meeting on the campus of Smith College in North-

ampton, Massachusetts. It has been a great few 

months for CSA and our Northeastern region. We 

had a huge turnout for our spring annual meeting 

at Plimoth Plantation, with lectures, embroidery, 

tours and workshops.  The National Symposium of 

the Costume Society of America was held in late 

May in Phoenix, Arizona and it too was well at-

tended, with a good number of members from our region. It was informative and quite 

wonderful. Iôd like to express congratulations to Cynthia Cooper, Canadian Liaison to the 

Northeastern region and curator of the McCord Museum of Canadian Historyôs costume 

exhibition Reveal or Conceal?, which won the CSA 2009 Richard Martin Exhibition Award.  

Currently, our Northeastern board members are planning both our fall event at the Arme-

nian Library and Museum on November 14th in Watertown, MA, and our spring meeting, 

to take place in mid -May in Newport, Rhode Island.  Additionally, at the Dublin Seminar 

in Deerfield, Massachusetts in June, the topic will be Dressing New England: Clothing, 

Fashion, and Identity . More information and registration on all three of these events will 

be forthcoming to our membership.  

It is with great pleasure that I am beginning my two -year term as your President. I hope 

that you all have a chance to come to our regional symposia and meetings, to come to 

Kansas City for the National Symposium in May 2010, and to keep your calendars open 

for late May/early June 2011, when our region will host the Costume Society of America 

National Symposium in Boston.  

I look forward to meeting and hearing from you all as the years go on.  

 

        Cheers,  

        Deborah A. Brothers  

        dbrother@williams.edu  
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Letter from the Editor  

Hi everyone,  

After this issue, the Northeastern Region Newsletter is going green! In an effort to save 

money and resources, this newsletter will switch to an online PDF format. Not only will we 

save some trees, but weôll be able to feature more content and a full color layout in an eas-

ily -accessible document. Newsletters will be e -mailed to our membership following the es-

tablished biannual schedule. If you do not have access to email, or would prefer to receive 

a hard copy, please contact me at jurick@newportmansions.org, or via my new mailing 

address: 99 Gordon Street #10, Brighton, MA 02135. As always, please do not hesitate to 

pass along news, event listings, or other relevant information.  

Thanks, and enjoy the next few months!  

Jessica  



On May 9 th , more than 80 members and guests from the 

Northeastern Region stepped into the 17 th  century at Pli-

moth Plantation. Adornment and Surface Decoration in 

17 th  Century New England , a day - long symposium organ-

ized by regional Nominations Chair Hallie Larkin, offered 

an engaging mix of lectures, a hands -on workshop, and 

behind - the -scenes tours, all focused on embellishment in 

the 17 th  century.  

 

Jill Hall and Tricia Wilson Nguyen began the dayôs lectures 

with an introduction to the ñPlimoth Jacket Project,ò an 

ongoing effort to reproduce an elaborately embroidered 

jacket adapted from several 17 th -century models. They 

shared their challenges and victories, from organizing a 

massive team of volunteer embroiderers to duplicating 

historic techniques. Later in the day, attendees viewed the 

project in progress in the Plantationôs Colonial Costume 

Department.  

 

Devon Thein followed with ñRuffs to Ruffles: Lace in 17th -

Century Costume,ò which highlighted the dynamic, hu-

morous, and even scandalous history of laceôs stylistic 

development. Phil Dunning, Material Culture Researcher 

for Parks Canada, closed the lecture session with ñArtifacts 

from the Elizabeth and Mary.ò His fascinating study fo-

cused on how costume artifacts found aboard a sunken 

military ship from Dorchester, Massachusetts informed an 

archaeological investigation. Dunning provided a wealth of 

interesting objects to supplement his presentation.  

 

Following a ñTaste of the 17th  Centuryò luncheon, atten-

dees chose from two afternoon activities: an embroidery 

workshop with Tricia Wilson Nguyen or behind - the -scenes 

tours of Plimoth Plantation. Nguyenôs workshop explored 

embroidery techniques used in the Plimoth Jacket Project, 

while tours offered a glimpse of the Colonial Costume De-

partment, Plimoth Wampanoag Indigenous Program, and 

Collections Storage.  

 

To round out the dayôs program, Plimoth Plantation gra-

ciously opened its facilities to symposium attendees, al-

lowing participants to explore their 1627 English Village, 

Wampanoag Homesite, Crafts Center, and gift shops. The 

symposium and its venue provided an enlightening 

glimpse into the 17 th  century and a wealth of information 

in one all - too -short day.  

 
From top: Attendees gathered with Phil Dunning after his lecture; 
the Plimoth Jacket Project in progress at the Plantationôs Colonial 
Costume Department;  homemade quillwork at the Wampanoag 
Indigenous Program site. All photos by Jessica Urick.  

Plymouth Symposium Explores the 17th Century  
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After a several -year hiatus, the American Textile History Museum in Lowell, Massachusetts, held its 

grand re -opening on June 21, 2009. Visitors to the opening celebration enjoyed free admission,    

contests, raffles, and an appearance by the museumôs mascot, Lulu the Lamb.  

The ATHMôs re-envisioned exhibit spaces promote a hands -on approach to both the history and future 

of the textile industry. Guests can feel fiber samples, glimpse a 19th -century fabric shop, weave on a 

loom, and learn about the newest advances in textile technology. A gallery space hosts rotating spe-

cial exhibitions to supplement the permanent collection.  

The museum is open Wednesday through Sunday, 10 AM to 5 PM; children under 6 are admitted free 

of charge. For more details, go to http://www.athm.org.  

American Textile History Museum Reopens  
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Meet the Northeastern Regionôs New Board Members: Mary Juillet-

Paonessa, Mary Troy, and Blair Walker  

Courtesy of the McCord Museum  

It is with great pride that the McCord Museum announces that it has been recognized by 

the Costume Society of America ñfor excellence in the exhibition of costume,ò this time 

for the Museumôs provocative Reveal or Conceal?  Exhibition.  

Cynthia Cooper, Curator of Costume and Textiles, accepted the Richard Martin Exhibition 

Award, the Societyôs highest honor for museum exhibitions, at the CSAôs national sympo-

sium. Jury chair Colleen Callahan said, ñIn a very competitive year, the McCord Museumôs 

exhibit stood out. It was so elegantly presented, so accessible to a wide audience, and 

yet so clearly based on a high level of excellent scholarship.ò 

ñMontreal is a fashion city. Weôve known it all along,ò said Montreal City Councilor Cath-

erine Sevigny. ñThis illustrious award, presented to Montrealôs very own McCord Museum 

by an internationally recognized body of experts, is just one more example of Montrealôs 

savoir -faire.ò 

McCord Museum Wins Exhibition Award  

The Northeastern Region is pleased to welcome its newest board  

members:  

Mary Juillet - Paonessa  is a textile conservator in private practice 

from Lyme, CT; additionally, she volunteers with the costume    

collection of the Stanton Davis Homestead in Pawcatuck, CT. She   

received her MS in Textiles, Merchandising, and Design  from the 

University of Rhode Island.  

Mary Troy  is Director of the Fashion Merchandising and Marketing 

Programs at Mount Ida College in Newton, MA. An Associate      

Professor, she teaches courses in design, merchandising, and fash-

ion  history.  

Blair Walker  received an MS in Textiles, Fashion Merchandising, 

and Design from the University of Rhode Island. She has worked as 

a clothing designer, Educational Director for the Rotch -Jones -Duff 

House in South Dartmouth, MA, and as an independent costume 

researcher.  

New board members from left to right: Mary Juillet -

Paonessa, Treasurer; Blair Walker and Mary Troy, co -

chairs of Education and Nominations.  


