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NEW Officers 

 

President Howard Vincent Kurtz 

Vice President Abby Lillethun 

Secretary  Jane Young Likens 

Treasurer Damayanthie Eluwawalage 

 

NEW Board Members 

  Jessica Barber 
   Membership Chairman 

  Kathy Abbott 

  Bonnie Reese 

  Tracy A. Jenkins 

  Nadine Stewart 

Website  

Facebook  Jeanie Glaser 

Newsletter Andrew and Jane Likens 

 

 

FIT Fall Symposium 
November 8-9, 2013 

 
A Queer History of Fashion, will be the subject of the fall 

symposium that coincides with the current show: A Queer History 

of Fashion: From the Closet to the Catwalk, curated by Fred Dennis 

and Valerie Steele.  

 

As described on the website the show, "seeks to explore the 

'gayness' or 'queerness' of fashion by drawing attention to the 

historic presence of gay men, lesbians, bisexuals, transgender, 

and other 'queer' people in the fashion system. The exhibition 

also looks at the creativity and resistance to oppression 

expressed by LGBTQ sub cultural styles."  

 

This year's FREE symposium boasts of 20 speakers including Fran 

Lebowitz and Simon Doonan. Read about all of them at: 

 

www.fitnyc.edu/21499.asp  

Registration is required  

 

 

Message From the President 

Dear Mid-Atlantic Members, 

It is hard to believe that fall is 

already here. I want to thank 

everyone for their support as we 

establish a new board and applaud 

those members who served in 

regional leadership positions 

during the past term. As many of 

you know, 2014 marks the  

40
th

 anniversary of CSA. Our region 

is hosting the annual symposium. The committee, co-

chaired by Robin Campbell and Jane Likens are already 

hard at work planning this event. 

I would ask everyone to help make this an all-inclusive 

celebration, as we encourage scholarship and enrich our 

diverse field of costume and dress. I believe in the work of 

CSA and will commit my time and energy to represent our 

region and our members. I will keep you posted as the 

work continues. 

Thank you, 

Howard 

 

Howard Vincent Kurtz 

Mid-Atlantic President 
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Mid-Atlantic Region Hosts 2014 Symposium in Baltimore 

 

CSA's Executive Board and Symposium Co-chairs met in Baltimore on October 18, 19 and everyone 

commented that Baltimore is going to be a great place for our symposium. After meeting with the local 

CSA members, our plans are really coming together. So get ready for May 28-31, 2014. 

 

Baltimore offers us: 

• many wonderful museums 

• terrific places to eat 

• great shopping including a number of vintage stores 

• the Hyatt Regency Hotel, on the harbor with lovely views both day and night. 

• interesting neighborhoods 

• the Water Taxi. 

 

We hope you plan to come early and enjoy one of our Pre-Symposium Tours and stay late to enjoy a 

full day Post Symposium trip to Washington D. C. 

 

Register for the early bird price 

For Visitor's information visit: www.baltimore.org 

For a you tube about the city visit: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T_7Ld5oUBL8#t=40 

 
 

IMPORTANT!!!! 
During the winter, you will receive a post card reminding you 

to read all the details with our new on-line Registration Brochure 
 



Grace Kelly Exhibition and Lectures 

 
CSA Member, H. Kristina Haugland will present a series of lectures at the James A. Michener Museum in Doylestown, 

Pennsylvania that support their current show entitled, From Philadelphia to Monaco: Grace Kelly Beyond the Icon. The lecture 

series, Grace Kelly Beyond the Icon will take place on three Thursday evenings from 7:00 -8:00 p.m. 

 

  November 7 Grace Kelly: 1950's Fashion Star 

 November 14 Grace Kelly: Royal Bride 

 November 21 Grace Kelly: Princess Style Icon 

   

Kristina is the Levine Associate Curator of Costumes and Textiles and Supervising Curator for the Study Room at the 

Philadelphia Museum of Art where she curated the 2006 exhibition celebrating the 50th anniversary of the royal wedding in 

Monaco. Her definitive books and lively lectures on Grace Kelly as a fashion icon have received rave reviews around the world 

as she has presented lectures in Monaco, London and Australia accompanying this traveling exhibit. And now we are fortunate 

to hear them within our own Mid-Atlantic Region. 

Grace Kelly Style: Fashion for a Hollywood Princess 

Victoria and Albert Museum, 2010 

Grace Kelly: Icon of Style to Royal Princess 

Yale University Press, 2006 



Save the Date! April 12, 2014 

Elegant and Everyday: Clothing from the Collection 

Chester County Historical Society, 225 N. High Street, West Chester, PA  

In conjunction with the exhibition Profiles: Chester County Clothing of the 1800s, three 

nationally recognized scholars, Linda Baumgarten, Claudia Kidwell, and Nancy Rexford, 

will present illustrated lectures based on their research from the Chester County Historical 

Society clothing collection. Learn how their work has influenced the study and 

interpretation of American clothing history. Examples in the talks, from exquisite quilted 

petticoats to ordinary short gowns, will be on view. 

Take advantage of behind-the-scenes and guided exhibition tours with scholar Mary 

Doering and the CCHS museum staff to see the extensive clothing collection, and 

participate in a moderated discussion led by Colleen Callahan, independent curator. 

This symposium is supported in part by the Coby Foundation, Ltd. and the Fashion 

Archives and Museum of Shippensburg University. 

Dress, silk with linen lining, 1837-40 worn by Anna P. Reynolds, Child's Dress, cotton, 1836-42; nearly all original glazing remains in fabric 

For more information and a detailed description call 610-692-4800 or e-mail eendslow@chestercohistorical.org 

Downton Abbey Comes to Winterthur 

Starting March 1, 2014, in Wilmington, Delaware, fans of the BBC/PBS Masterpiece Theatre production Downton Abbey, will 

be able to view the sumptuous clothing of their favorite characters.  

"Winterthur is delighted to add this artistic and historical masterpiece to our already outstanding schedule of major exhibitions 

for the coming year,” said Winterthur Director David Roselle. "Costumes of Downton Abbey will not only showcase authentic 

designs from the series that has taken America by storm but also provide a remarkable educational experience by holding up a 

mirror to both places and societies. We think it’s going to be a real treat. 

A co-production of Carnival Films and Masterpiece, Downton Abbey depicts life in an aristocratic household of the fictional Earl 

and Countess of Grantham and is one of the most popular and critically acclaimed period dramas ever produced." 

Approximately 35 historically accurate costumes lent by Cosprop, a world leading costumier, will be the provider. 



Punk: Chaos to Couture 

In 1980, I had gone back to school for one course and when I 

finished the MA in Educational Theatre, decided to pursue a PhD 

in Educational Theatre and Costume Design Theatre at NYU as 

well. For two years, I took History of Costume I and II at the 

Costume Institute of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, with 

Stella Blum as the teacher. Little did I know at the time, that 

Diane Vreeland was on the staff and the organizer of the 

costume exhibits. She wanted to know why the costumes were 

in the closets as they should be in plain view. And so it began, 

year after year of wonderful, mouth watering or jealousy wishing 

for this or that costume ensemble from exhibits or topics, 

namely, The Eighteenth Century Woman, Chanel, Russian 

Costumes, Haute Couture, Jackie Kennedy, Schiaparelli and Prada, 

Alexander McQueen, The Impressionists and more recently, Punk: 

Chaos to Couture.  

On June 29th, a group of us from the Costume Society, met at the Museum for a talk and tour of this recent exhibit. The talk, 

led by MET's Jessica Glasscock and Joyce Fong, discussed the mannequins and how they were re-built to fit the fashions that 

were on display. The exhibit was mind boggling from the varied interpretations of punk costumes, hairstyles, jewels or design 

plates. You didn’t know if they were poor people putting together some rags to cover their bodies or their own rendition of 

fashion especially with the use of chains or safety pins of all sizes to decorate the designs. Some designs and the violent-

looking makeup or hairstyles resembled Medieval armor and costumes to fight the enemy at those times.  

Punk fashion to me was always English because I went to London many times, and when I saw these people on the streets 

couldn’t figure out if they were drug addicts or new fashion icons. As we went through the exhibit, I saw that punk fashion 

eventually spread to many nations. From one part of the exhibit to the other, I saw the fashions or photos were varied but 

definitely PUNK, from the English rock group the Sex Pistols, i.e. photos of Johnny Rotten, or the American entertainers, The 

New York Dolls, and Patti Smith. The fabrics were quite varied. We couldn’t figure out if they were leathers, silks, satins or 

plastic bags (Some were colorless.) or richly embroidered. Some of the logos on the T shirts looked as if they were designed 

now and not before 2013. However, they were beautifully tailored to fit the space, and the themes of the exhibition. Garments 

were from designers, Vivienne Westwood, Dolce and Gabbana, Helmut Lang, John Galliano, Gianni Versace, (especially that 

safety-pin dress worn by Elizabeth Hurley) Burberry, and Balmain, just to mention a few. As our group walked from one part to 

another you could hear comments, "Look at that! Wow! What I wouldn’t give to have a copy of this stunning dress." Or better 

still, since we were all costumers, we could figure out how to make it and where to get the supplies. 

In conclusion, this must have been a genuine, wonderful, creative assignment for the event planners and for Andrew Bolton, 

curator, in deciding what designs would register the most appreciation. 

Be assured, that the Met Museum is never at a standstill. The next exhibit, is the contributions of American fashion designer, 

named, Charles James: Beyond Fashion, on May 8, 2014. http://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2014/charles-james 

Who would have thought that going back to school for one course, I would be designing costumes or writing about costumes I 

studied with Stella Blum and thanking Diana Vreeland, who despite losing her position at Vogue magazine continued the 

insight of educating people about the past, about the clothes, and hosting costume exhibitions each year? 

Rosalie H. Contino, PhD 

2013 

 



Behind the Seams 

 
On August 28, 2013 CSA Members Laura Camerlengo and Laura Mina presented a power point and demonstration at the 

Philadelphia Museum of Art entitled, "Behind the Seams".  

 

Laura Camerlengo began with a concise and excellent history of collecting, showing images such as the 1822 self portrait by 

Charles Wilson Peale, The Artist and His Museum, that lead to more images of collecting at the Philadelphia Museum of Art. 

Photos of early galleries and storage facilities to the current state of the art storage facilities housing the near 30,000 items in 

PMA's  costume and textile collection, completed the first portion of the presentation. 

 

Laura Mina discussed costume and textile conservation showing how drastically this area of information has improved in the 

past 40 or so years. Included here were old photos when Grace Kelly's wedding gown first went on display. It's hard to imagine 

but the photos proved that people smoked while visiting the museum. Additionally, strong lights, poor heating and humidity 

control all contributed to wear and abuse to museum holdings everywhere. Contrast those with images of today's conservation 

labs at PMA where they perform preservation and restoration techniques using the most up to date information available. 

The second half of the presentation illustrated how dressers work to present clothing to the public for exhibitions. They began 

by using an ensemble designed and sewn by CSA member, Barbara Darlin (resourced from Janet Arnold's, Patterns of Fashion, 

Vol II). This beautiful coral two piece dress is one of a number of garments that Barbara has created and wears during her 

presentations entitled, Dressing the Victorian Woman. By first putting it on the mannequin straight off the hanger, they showed 

how the garment just hung on the shoulders and looked limp. Additionally it was explained that without any support other than 

the shoulders the garment would be strained. So off came the garment and they began to do their magic of padding and 

shaping the mannequin to take on the characteristic silhouette of the time. Back on with the garment and the difference was 

dramatic. The audience was very responsive asking many questions regarding the time it must take to dress an exhibition of 

50-80 garments. 

 

The two Lauras gave the audience an outstanding lesson in current museum practices. I wish they could take this show on the 

road so that more exhibition visitors could see what actually happens "Behind the Seams."  by Jane Y. Likens 

 

Laura Camerlengo    Laura Mina 

Exhibitions Assistant, Costumes and Textiles Andrew W. Mellon Fellow in Costume and Textiles 

Philadelphia Museum of Art   Conservation (at this presentation) 

      Currently: Associate Conservator at The Costume Institute 

Barbara Darlin Metropolitan Museum of Art 

Collections Assistant, Philadelphia Museum of Art 



Mid-Atlantic Exhibitions 
 

Delaware  
Hagley Museum         www.hagleymuseum.org 

 Science Meets Fashion: Introducing Nylon     Wilmington 

       Through March 2014 

 

Winterthur Museum        www.winterthur.org 

 (Save the Date) Costumes of Downton Abbey    Wilmington 

       March 1, 2014–January 4, 2015 

Maryland 
         
Maryland Historical Society       www.mdhs.org 

 Woman of Two Worlds: Elizabeth Patterson Bonaparte and the Quest  201 W. Monument St  

    for Imperial Legacy    Baltimore 

       Through June 9, 2014 

            

New York 
 
Bard Graduate Center        www.bgc.bard.edu 

 American Style: Global Sources for New York Textile and Fashion Design, 86th between Columbus and  

  1915-1928       Central Park West 

       Now -February 2, 2014 

Brooklyn Museum of Art 

 The Fashion World of Jean Paul Gaultier: From Sidewalk to the Catwalk  www.brooklynmuseum.org 

       Now -February 23, 2014 

Metropolitan Museum of Art       www.metmuseum.org 

          82nd and Fifth Avenue 

 Interwoven Globe: The Worldwide Textile Trade 1500-1800 

       Through January 5, 2014 

 Jewels by JAR 

       November 20-March 9, 2014 

 (Save the Date) Charles James: Beyond Fashion May 8-August 10, 2014 

2014 Symposium Silent Auction 
Start Saving Costume Related Books and Items 

 

It's not too early to start selecting items from your 

bookshelves, button collections, laces -all things 

costume -and donate them to our silent auction This is a 

traditionally popular event at the CSA Symposium. 

Donation forms will be part of the new On-Line 

Registration Brochure that will be available early 2014. 



Museum at FIT         www.fitnyc.edu/13666.asp 

          27th and Seventh Avenue 

 A Queer History of Fashion: From Closet to Catwalk Through January 4, 2014 

   

 Free Symposium -A Queer History of Fashion  November 8, 9, 2013 

 

 Retro-Spective      Through November 16  

 

Museum of Arts and Design       www.madmuseum.org/ 

          2 Columbus Circle 

 Fashion Jewelry: The Collection of Barbara Berger  

       Through January 20, 2014 

 

Museum of the City of New York       www.mcny.org 

 Gilded Age New York       Fifth Ave. and 104th St. 

       November 13, 2013 

 

Queen Sophia Spanish Institute       www.spanishinstitute.org/ 

 Mario Testino: Alta Moda       68th and Park Avenue 

       November 20 1013-March 29-1014 

Pennsylvania 
 

Chester County Historical Society     www.chestercohistorical.org 

          225 N. High St. 

 Profiles: Chester County Clothing of the 1800's    West Chester, PA. 
       Begins November, 2013 

 (Save the Date): Symposium April 12, 2014,  Elegant and Everyday: Clothing from the Collection 

 

Drexel University        www.drexel.edu/westphal/dhcc 

 Fashion Fridays: A lecture series highlighting the Drexel Historical  3501 Market Street 

 Costume Collection       Philadelphia. PA. 

       (Save the Date): February 7, 2014 

 

James A. Michener Museum       www.michenermuseum.org 

          138 S. Pine Street 

 From Philadelphia to Monaco: Grace Kelly Beyond the Icon   Doylestown, PA. 

       October 28, 2013-January 26, 2014 

  Lecture Series by H. Kristina Haugland  

       November 7, 14, 21, 2013 

 

Philadelphia Museum of Art (Perelman Building)    www.philamuseum.org 

          26th and B. Franklin Prkwy 

 All Dressed Up: Fashions for Children and Their Families 

       Through December 1 

 Candy Coated Wonderland    Through November 17 

        

 From Money to Marriage: Miser's Purses from the Museum Collection 

     Now 

Reminder!! The Registration Brochure will be online. 


