
 

The Costume Society of America, Western Region 
Invites You to Attend 

 

Colors of the Oasis: Central Asian Ikats 
Saturday, July 14, 2012 

 
Seattle Asian Art Museum 
1400 East Prospect Street   

Seattle, WA  
98112 

 

 
 

Join CSA friends and colleagues for a curator-led tour of Colors of the Oasis at the historic Seattle Asian 
Art Museum (SAAM) in Seattle, WA. Located in the Olmstead-designed Volunteer Park, SAAM houses 
the Asian Art collections of the Seattle Art Museum. Continue the conversation over a picnic lunch in 
Volunteer Park. After lunch, explore the Park, including the Volunteer Park Conservatory, or the nearby 
historic Lake View and Civil War cemeteries. 
 
EXHIBITION OVERVIEW: 
Exuberant clothes were a common sight in the Oasis cities of Central Asia. During the 19th century, 
patrons wore rich colors and mysterious designs on a daily basis. Their encouragement led to a 
flourishing use of ikat, a labor intensive process that requires many stages and layers of experience to 
complete. Positioned as a trading center where goods and people flowed in from India, China, Iran and 
Russia, Central Asia fostered an aesthetic that made the most of overlapping influences. 
 
This exhibition will recreate a sense of walking into a crowd of cosmopolitan clients who wear robes of 
distinctive boldness. As an English visitor (William Eleroy Curtis) wrote in 1911: “Everybody wears a 
coat like a rainbow… No matter how humble or hungry a man may be, and even if he has but a single 
garment, it is made of the most brilliantly colored material he can find.” Over 40 robes will provide a 
vision of the Oasis crowd. Some feature sharp graphic designs of rigorous abstraction, but others favor 
delicate harmonies with flowing floral motifs. Scorpions and Arabic script, paisleys and European florals, 
jeweled tassels and cypress trees swirl together in a design pool that reflects Oasis life. 



SCHEDULE: 9:45: Meet at the front entrance of SAAM  
10:00-11:00: Curator-led tour of Colors of the Oasis  
11:30-12:30: Explore SAAM’s permanent collection of Asian Art 
12:30: Picnic lunch in Volunteer Park, weather permitting, or the SAAM Garden Court. 
1:30: Explore Volunteer Park and environs or head to another Seattle attraction. 

 
LUNCH: Lunch will be provided by Seattle Art Museum's TASTE catering. All lunch options include 
Kettle Chips, petite sweet & bottled water. Choose one of the following sandwich or salad options.  
 

Good Ol' Turkey: house roasted turkey, lemon aioli, bibb lettuce, swiss cheese & 8 grain bread 
 
Grilled Chicken Banh Mi: ginger lime marinated chicken, chili aioli, picked jalapenos, carrots & 
cucumber, fresh cilantro & mint 
 
Albacore Tuna Nicose Sandwich: St Jude tuna, nicose olives, haricots verts, poached egg, herbed 
aioli & Macrina potato roll 
 
Balsamic Marinated Eggplant: herbed cheese, sundried tomato pesto, basil & macrina baguette 

 
Mixed Greens Salad: organic spring greens, shaved pecorino, marinated fennel, pickled 
cranberries, curried hazelnuts & champagne vinaigrette 
 
Asian Chop Slaw: shredded napa cabbage, carrots, bell peppers, toasted peanuts & soy ginger 
vinaigrette 
 
Crispy Chicken Chop: sliced & fried chicken breast, baby red lettuces, sweet & sour vinaigrette, 
crispy taro root 
 
Louis Louis: butter lettuce, romaine & arugula, Louis dressing, avocado, Oregon pink shrimp, 
deviled egg 

 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS: 
The Seattle Asian Art Museum is located in Volunteer Park in Seattle's Capitol Hill neighborhood. 
 
From the south: Take I-5 North to Olive Way (exit #166). Follow up hill (east). Turn left on 15th Avenue 
East. Turn left on East Prospect Street. The park entrance is at 14th Avenue East and East Prospect Street.  
 
From the north: Take I-5 South to Boylston Avenue (exit #168A). Turn left over freeway on Roanoke.  
Turn right on 10th Avenue East. Turn left on East Prospect Street. The park entrance is at 14th Avenue 
East and East Prospect Street.  
 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION: The Seattle Asian Art Museum is easily reached by the #10 Metro bus 
from downtown Seattle. Contact Metro Transit for other route options: metro.kingcounty.gov or 
206.553.3000 
 
PARKING: Parking is free at the Seattle Asian Art Museum in Volunteer Park. During the summer, 
however, parking spaces can fill up quickly. If driving, allow time to park and walk from outside the 
Garden. 
 
(Details can be found at www.seattleartmuseum.org/visit/visitSAAM.asp) 
 
 



************************************************************************ 

To make your reservation for the July 14, 2012 program, please register by 

June 28, 2012 

Make checks payable to CSA, Western Region. 
Mail this form and your check to: 

 
Heather Vaughan, Registrar 

1244 Marin Ave., Albany, CA  94706 
 

Please include the name(s) of ALL people planning to attend: 

Member(s)_______________________________________   # ______  @ 30 $ _____ 

Student Member(s) ________________________________  # ______  @ 20 $ _____ 

Non-Member(s) ___________________________________  # ______  @ 35 $ _____ 

Student Non-Member (s)_____________________________ # ______  @ 25 $______ 

Your telephone number or email address so we can confirm your reservation (please write clearly to 
assure that you receive your confirmation): 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LUNCH SELECTION (CHOOSE 1 PER PERSON):  

______ Good ol’ Turkey  

______ Grilled Chicken Banh Mi 

______ Albacore Tuna Nicose Sandwich 

______ Balsamic Marinated Eggplant 

______ Mixed Greens Salad 

______ Asian Chop Slaw 

______ Crispy Chicken Chop 

______ Louis Louis 

Members or guests who wish to cancel their registration for a refund must notify the programs chair, 
Heather Vaughan, by June 28. The registration fee includes lunch and the tour of Colors of the Oasis.  

 
Photo: Young Adult’s Robe, Central Asia, Uzbekistan, Bukhara, 1870s (?), silk warp, cotton weft; warp-
faced plain weave, The Textile Museum, 2005.36.144, The Megali Collection, Photo by Renée Comet 
 


