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Program Report: Mission Period Ecclesiastical Vestments

From The De Saisset Museum

By Shelly Foote

If you missed the Fall 2012 program at the de Saisset Museum, you missed an informative day. The de 
Saisset Museum has diverse holdings, including works on paper, photography, sculpture, video art, and a 
unique collection of objects associated with the nearby Mission Santa Clara de Asís. On a sunny November 
day, Western Region CSA members and guests met at the de Saisset to explore the Museum’s Mission and 
Early California History Galleries, and tour a special exhibition of selected liturgical vestments: Mission 
Period Ecclesiastical Vestments. The de Saisset Museum houses one of the most important collections of 
ecclesiastical garments and liturgical accessories dating from the founding of Mission Santa Clara de Asís 
in 1777 through the 1920s. 

Members enjoyed an excellent presentation by Western Region Board member Elise Yvonne Rousseau. 
Besides having some additional vestments on hand for us to examine more closely, she told us about the 
history of the museum’s vestment collection and how vestments functioned as part of the California mission 
system. Amazingly, a large portion of what is now available for view at the de Saisset Museum was only 
rediscovered a few years ago!                                                                                                Continued on page 5

CSA Western Region members during the Mission Period Ecclesiasti-
cal Vestments tour at the de Saisset Museum.

Elise Yvonne Rousseau’s presentation.
Photos Courtesy of Heather Vaughan.
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Nevada is Calling: National Symposium Registration Is Now Open

2013 Costume Society of America National Symposium
Mining the History of Costume: Fantasy and Fact

Las Vegas, Nevada
May 29 - June 1, 2013

It’s only a few short months until the Western Region hosts the 39th Costume 
Society of America national symposium and annual meeting in Las Vegas. From 
May 29 through June 1, 2013, this much-anticipated annual event will take 
place in the beautiful Tropicana Hotel. By the time you receive this newsletter, 
you will have received the registration brochure via email. It can also be found 
on the CSA website: http://www.costumesocietyamerica.com/symbro.pdf. The 
brochure offers hotel and registration information, and a comprehensive listing 
of speakers and events.

If you haven’t visited Las Vegas lately, be sure to read Sunset’s recent article 
on Las Vegas. It describes the resurgence of the neglected downtown core, and 
names several hot new restaurants. Read the article here: http://bit.ly/XV32ky.

This is going to be a lively symposium with a myriad of fascinating papers 
plus excursions to parts of Las Vegas that you might never have seen! We will 
spend Friday morning at the Nevada State Museum in its new location. That 
afternoon, you’ll have an opportunity to experience another local museum when 
we break into groups for small group tours. We’ve also planned many pre and 
post conference tours. Most of the tours have registration limits, so don’t be 
disappointed—register early!  

We need your help as Western Region hosts. There are many tasks that require a 
small amount of time but will provide big contributions to the overall success of 
the symposium. Mary Gibson (marysabb@yahoo.com) will need lots of help on 
the registration desk. Inez Brooks-Myers (inezatthepoint@att.net) and Shelly 
Foote (satalexandria@aol.com), symposium co-chairs, will serve as a clearing 
house for other committee volunteers. Let’s all get involved and make our first 
national symposium in Nevada a success.
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 President’s Message

Dear CSA Western Region Members,

Welcome (belatedly) to 2013! Before the year ended we had a 
lovely and well attended event at the De Saisset Museum, which 
Past President Shelly Foote has reviewed in this issue. We had a 
fascinating behind-the-scenes tour courtesy of CSA member Elise 
Rousseau.

We’re excited for the events and activities to come in the new year! 
Mark your calendars now for Layered in History with Elizabeth 
Barber at the Fowler Museum (April 6, 2013), Behind the Scenes 
at Fort Vancouver in Oregon City, OR (Sept. 14); and a trip to 
Lotusland and the Ventura County Museum (October 26). And 
don’t forget to watch for news of meet-ups in your area. 

For those who aren’t aware, meet-ups are informal gatherings for CSA members to get together to see a 
costume or fashion exhibition together. It’s a chance to share your passion with others of similar mind-set, 
and is a good way to network, enhance relationships, and build knowledge. Anyone can suggest or host 
a meet-up; we encourage you to participate. Contact Program Chair Mary Gibson at marygibsonwrcsa@
yahoo.com to submit your idea.

Plans for the National Symposium, Mining the History of Costume: Fact and Fantasy, hosted by our region, 
May 29 through June 1, are rapidly falling into place. We’re thrilled with how well things are coming 
together, and think you’ll really enjoy the programs we’re putting together. The symposium co-chairs, Inez 
Brooks-Myers and Shelly Foote, have provided a detailed update for you in these pages and you should have 
received the registration brochure via email. If you haven’t already, please consider volunteering to help. We 
look forward to seeing you there!

Also, in the next few months, you’ll be receiving information on the candidates running for election to the 
Western Region Board – watch your mailboxes in April and remember to Vote! Your voice matters.

This newsletter’s pages contain a wealth of information about our region, our activities, our board, and 
exhibitions of interest to costume and fashion enthusiasts. Is there something you wish we’d cover? Did you 
read a good fashion/costume book or see a good exhibition? Do you have member news to share? 

We’d love to hear from you!

Sincerely,

Heather A. Vaughan
President
Western Region, CSA
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CSA Western Region invites you to a meet-up

It is my goal, as Programs Chair, to have a Western Region meet-up in each month that we don’t have a 
formal event scheduled. Our region has such rich offerings and this is one way to let you know about them. 
I know many times I have every intention of seeing an exhibit, but before I know it, the exhibition closes. 
Making a commitment to meet up with CSA friends will get you there!

WR President, Heather Vaughan has nicely defined meet-ups in her President’s Letter. Since July 2012, we 
have hosted meet-ups in Seattle, WA, San Marino, Los Angeles and Davis, CA. If you know of an exhibit 
or event in your area, let me if you would like to help organize a meet-up. Over the next few months, CSA 
Western Region members can look forward to the following meet-ups:

June  2 – Diana: Legacy of a Princess -  at the Queen Mary in Long Beach, CA
July – Future Beauty: Thirty Years of Japanese Fashion (co-organized by the Kyoto Costume Institute)  
Seattle Art Museum, Seattle, WA
August – Pageant of the Masters – Laguna Beach, CA 

Mary Gibson, CSA-WR Programs Chair 
marygibsonwrcsa@yahoo.com

Introducing the board

Elizabeth Galindo (WR Board member 2012-2015) 
is a costume and couture designer. In 2012, Eliza-
beth completed a PhD in Performance Studies with 
an emphasis in Film and Fashion at the University of 
California, Davis. Titled The Interaction of ‘Origi-
nary Practices’ and Costume Design in the Devel-
opment of Historical Film Genre in 21st Century 
Hollywood Cinema, Elizabeth’s dissertation  will be 
published by Chronicle Books in 2013. Elizabeth’s 
business, Galindo Couture and Consulting, provides 
clients with a variety of services, including costume 
research, conservation, preservation and valuation, 
and design of couture garments.

Prior to joining the Western Region Board, Elizabeth 
was an active member of CSA. In 2010, she present-
ed at the CSA National Symposium in Kansas City, 
MO. Her paper Headaches, Heartaches, and Eupho-
ria in Creating Historical Costumes for a 21st-Cen-
tury Hollywood Film, shared insights gained during 
her interviews with contemporary film costume de-
signers. Elizabeth’s current research centers on the 
role of artisanal craft skills in the creation of ‘authen-
ticity’ in historical film. Elizabeth Galindo
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De Saisset program report-cont’d from page 1

Early 18th c. Spanish Chasuble, silk brocade with metallic brocade 
and woven braid trim. de Saisset Permanent Mission Vestment      
Collection.

Mid 18th c. Spanish Chasuble (Manila), banana silk silver metallic 
weave with pomegranates, silver and gold metallic brocade braid 
trim. de Saisset Permanent Mission Vestment Collection.

Unbeknownst to current staff, the collection had been stored in a side room off the exhibition space. During 
some construction years ago the room was sealed. It was only in the last decade that the room and its contents 
was rediscovered. 

Because the missions kept such excellent records (many of which survive), including their periodic requests 
for goods, Ms. Rousseau has been able to match up some of the garments with original records to show that 
they were used in the early years at Santa Clara Mission. We learned that many vestments, particularly those 
intended for California, were recycled garments, often incorporating earlier fabrics. Personally, I admit I 
know little about religious vestments and always felt intimidated when I had to deal with them in a museum 
setting. This one-day event helped me better understand the importance of these ecclesiastical garments. 
The opulent brocades, delicate embroidery, rich velvet and lace embellishment were dazzling, and surely 
impressed the parishioners of the Mission Santa Clara de Asís.
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Costume Society of America - Western Region
Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting

November 10, 2012
De Saisset Museum, Santa Clara, Ca.

The meeting was called to order by President Heather Vaughan at 10:07 a.m.
•	 Minutes of the Annual Meeting of 2011 were unanimously approved as received. (Moved by Shelly Foote, sec-

onded by Abra Flores)
•	 Retiring board members were thanked for their service to CSA-WR: JoAnne Stabb, Candace Kling, Judith 

Mathey. New board members were welcomed: Elizabeth Galindo, Abra Flores, Cathy Roy and returning board 
member Elise Rousseau. 

•	 New committee members were welcomed: Brenna Barks (publicity) and Jeremy Miller (student awards/summer 
internship).

State of the Region
1. Treasurer’s report: Mary Gibson (acting treasurer) reported that we have $20,258.42 in assets of which $8,165.34 

is in a six-month CD.  We will face additional expenses towards the National Symposium this year ($5,500 pro-
jected), but with income from dues, donations, and programs and our usual expenses, it is projected that we will 
have a balance at July 1, 2013 of $8,008 in checking. Events/programs are budgeted to be self-sustaining.

2.  Mary Gibson presented the programs schedule for the upcoming year and brochures were distributed. Resplen-
dent Dress in Southeastern Europe: Layered in History at the Fowler in April; Fort Vancouver National Historic 
Site in Oregon in September; and Ventura County Museum and Lotusland (next Annual Business Meeting) in 
October. 

3.  Membership Report: Heather Vaughan for Nancy Bryant. WR membership is up slightly at 266. We remain the 
largest region. National membership is 1272, up 2% over last year. Our membership chair encourages meet-ups, 
especially outside of California. We have gained five new members outside of California.

4. Student Awards: Heather Vaughan for Melinda Kerstein. The Jack Hanford Award for summer 2012 was given to 
Caroline Rousseau-Johnson, an MFA candidate in Costume Design at San Diego State University. LACMA was 
pleased with her work and she was pleased with the experience. Our student new awards chair, Jeremy Miller, 
will be transitioning into the position in January.  Application deadline: February 1, 2013.

5. National Symposium: Co-chairs Shelly Foote and Inez Brooks-Myers are busy organizing Mining the History of 
Costume: Fantasy and Fact as well as pre-and post-events. The full Symposium schedule runs from Wednesday 
May 29 to Saturday June 1. The hotel is the Tropicana (recently renovated and with access to the monorail). 
Tours of the Nevada State Museum and other collections are being arranged. The symposium keynote is a 
surprise! The committee received a record number of abstracts and had to recruit more jurors. Volunteers are 
being sought for registration (see Mary Gibson) and other tasks.

New Business
1. Board nominations are to be sent to David Newell, the new nominations chair, by January 1, 2013. 
2. There are no changes to the Bylaws this year. Any Policy and Procedure changes will be sent to the board
3. Questions/discussion with members: Tracy Winkler asked if it was too early to register at the Tropicana. Answer: 

Yes. The symposium brochure will be sent out in February but a block of 200 rooms have been reserved for CSA. 
The rate will be $75 per night for weekdays and $145 per night for weekend (Friday and Saturday).

Adjournment: 10:45 a.m.

Respectfully submitted, 
Cathy Roy, Secretary

Meeting Minutes
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Regional Exhibitions

Social Fabric
Craft and Folk Art Museum
Los Angeles, CA
January 27 - May 5, 2013
http://www.cafam.org/

The Craft & Folk Art Museum presents Social Fab-
ric, an exhibition of seven contemporary artists who 
confront the problems of mass production and con-
sumption through fiber-based art that incorporates 
social engagement and public interaction. The exhi-
bition has been curated by Anuradha Vikram, Cura-
tor of Worth Ryder Gallery at the University of Cali-
fornia Berkeley, Department of Art Practice.

Fabric is a rich material for contemporary Ameri-
can artists who are engaged with social critique and 
public engagement. Textiles communicate a range of 
ideas that reflect personal tastes and cultural identifi-
cations; yet, they also carry implications about larger 
concerns related to labor, global commerce, and sus-
tainability. The emerging and mid-career American 
artists represented in Social Fabric use their fabric-
based art as a conduit to question global economic 
and labor systems. 

Batik: Spectacular Textiles of Java
Asian Art Museum
San Francisco, CA
Nov 23, 2012—May 05, 2013
www.asianart.org

Few art forms have become as closely associated 
with a single location as the textile tradition of batik 
and Indonesia. Although the technique of patterning 
cloth through the application of wax is known in oth-
er parts of the world, in Indonesia, especially on the 
island of Java, this art form has reached the highest 
level of complexity.

Women in Java, working with simple materials have 
developed remarkably diverse styles of decorating 
cloth. These styles are often associated with specific 
cities or villages, and draw inspiration from a wide 

Structures, Signifiers and Society: People and 
Textiles
UC Davis Design Museum
Davis, CA
Through March 18, 2013.
designmuseum.ucdavis.edu/
 
Co-curated by Mary Schoeser and Adele Zhang, 
Structures, Signifiers and Society features global eth-
nographic and contemporary textiles and costumes 
from the UC Davis Design Collection. Many of 
these examples are illustrated in the newly published 
book Textiles: The Art of Mankind by Mary Schoeser 
(Thames and Hudson, December 2012; available on 
Amazon.com through the CSA website). This exhi-
bition will close on MARCH 18, 2013. For details 
about location and hours consult our website: http://
designmuseum.ucdavis.edu/

Structures, Signifiers and Society: People and Textiles at UC Davis 
Design Museum. Photo Courtesy of Heather Vaughan.
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Regional Exhibitions-cont’d

range of cultures and religions. This exhibition fea-
tures batik made along the north coast of Java and 
the central court cities of Yogyakarta and Surakarta.

Resplendent Dress from Southeastern Europe: A 
History in Layers
Fowler Museum at UCLA
Los Angeles, CA
March 10–July 14, 2013
http://www.fowler.ucla.edu/

Resplendent Dress from Southeastern Europe fea-
tures fifty stunning nineteenth- through twentieth-
century ensembles from Macedonia, Croatia, Alba-
nia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Kosovo, Serbia, 
Hungary, the Slovak Republic, the Czech Republic, 
Montenegro, and Romania―nearly all from the 
Fowler’s excellent collection―plus one hundred in-
dividual items including aprons, vests, jackets, and 
robes. These fascinating ensembles are displayed in 
an immersive environment that evokes the distinc-
tive mountain landscape in which villagers gathered 
in their finery.

Out [o] Fashion Photography: Embracing Beauty 
Henry Art Gallery, University of Washington
Seattle, WA
March 2, 2013– September 1, 2013
http://www.henryart.org/

Out [o] Fashion Photography: Embracing Beauty is 
an exhibition that investigates the transformative ex-
perience of the photograph. This exhibition explores 
historical perceptions of beauty and desire through 
artistic and ethnographic imagery and the role indi-
vidual photographers play in constructing ways of 
seeing. Through the themes of idealized beauty, the 
unfashionable body, the gendered image, and pho-
tography as memory, the exhibition challenges and 
makes problematic the “reading” of photographic 
images in the twenty-first century. Featuring the 
work of more than fifty internationally recognized 
photographers, including Cecil Beaton, Edward Cur-
tis, Nan Goldin, Andre Kertesz, Lee Friedlander, 

Lorna Simpson, Cindy Sherman, Andy Warhol, and 
Carrie Mae Weems.

Out [o] Fashion Photography: Embracing Beauty. Hans L. Jor-
gensen, Frederick and Nelson Hair Salon Photograph, c. 1948, 

gelatin silver print. Courtesy Henry Art Gallery.

Future Beauty: Thirty Years of Japanese Fashion 
Seattle Art Museum
Seattle, WA
June 27–September 8, 2013 
http://www.seattleartmuseum.org/

The leading Japanese designers who initially gained 
recognition in the West were Kenzo Takada and Issey 
Miyake in the 1970s, but it is in the 1980s that Japa-
nese designers emerged with an entirely new aesthet-
ic. In the summer of 1983, Rei Kawakubo and Yohji 
Yamamoto launched a stark new aesthetic at the Par-
is runway shows. Recognized as a radical counter-
proposal to Western notions of the fitted gown, their 
designs gained instant notoriety. Curated by Akiko 
Fukai, director of the Kyoto Costume Institute, the 
exhibition showcases the Japanese designers early 
emphasis on light and shadow, and the increasing-
ly diverse ultramodern designs that range from the 
deconstruction and reinvention of Western couture 



Spring 2013            9

Regional Exhibitions-cont’d        

models to wildly revolutionary designs that draw 
from contemporary street fashion. Eighty gowns will 
be featured, ranging from the classic to the outra-
geous, by celebrated designers such as Rei Kawaku-
bo, Yohji Yamamoto, Issey Miyake, Kenzo Takada, 
Junya Watanabe, Jun Takahashi and others, videos 
of runway shows, artist photographs, magazines and 
ephemera designed by renowned international artists 
like Gilbert and George and Cindy Sherman. 

FIDM Museum
Los Angeles, CA
February 12-April 27, 2013
Fidmmuseum.org

A Century of Cotton: Selections from The Helen 
Larson Historic Fashion Collection, 1800-1900

Showcasing the beauty and versatility of cotton 
fabrics, this exhibition highlights selected cotton 
garments and accessories from The Helen Larson 
Historic Fashion Collection. Beginning in the late 
seventeenth-century, lightweight cotton fabrics grad-
ually supplanted the dominance of fragile and expen-
sive silks. As cotton became increasingly popular, 
fashionable dress incorporated this new medium into 
its vocabulary. Including woven, printed and embroi-
dered cottons, A Century of Cotton also traces the 
dramatic changes that occurred in the fashionable fe-
male silhouette between 1800 and 1900.

21st Annual Art of Motion Picture Costume 
Design Exhibition

This year’s exhibit showcases costumes from all five 
Academy Award nominees for Best Costume: Anna 
Karenina, Les Misérables, Lincoln, Mirror Mirror, 
and Snow White and the Huntsman. Also featured are 
costumes from American Reunion, Argo, The Aveng-
ers, Django Unchained, End of Watch, Hitchcock, 
The Hunger Games, John Carter, The Master, Para-
Norman, A Royal Affair, Skyfall, and Sparkle. Cos-
tumes from The Artist, last year’s Academy Award 
winner for Costume Design, are also on exhibit.

Mark your calendars for these upcoming Western 
Region CSA events. Registration information will be 
available soon. Contact Program Chair Mary Gibson 
at marygibsonwrcsa@yahoo.com with questions.

Fort Vancouver National Historic Site
Fort Vancouver, Oregon City, OR 

September 14, 2013

Fort Vancouver National Historic Site is located on 
the Columbia River, near Portland, OR. Highlights 
of this historic fort include a reconstructed British 
fur-trading fort, a historic U.S. Army Post, one of 
the oldest continuously operating airfields, a historic 
house designated as one of the first national historic 
sites in the west, and the site of one of the largest 
multicultural villages in the Pacific Northwest. We 
will have a tour of the costume shop that produces 
costumes for the many re-enactors in their living 
history programs. You might want to spend the whole 
weekend so you can visit several historic homes in 
the area and the Pendleton Mill and Store, just a few 
miles upriver at Washougal, Oregon. Check back for 
details. 

Ventura County Museum & Lotusland
Western Region Annual Business Meeting 
Ventura County Museum, Ventura, CA & 

Lotusland, Montecito, CA 
October 26, 2013

This will be a full day of fun, beginning with our 
Annual Western Region Meeting. We will view Let’s 
Party! at the Ventura County Museum, prepared 
by co-curators Shelly Foote and Anna Bermudez. 
Then we will travel to Montecito to join Lotusland 
Garden Members for a special event and tour of 
the exotic gardens. Louise Coffey-Webb will give a 
presentation in the sunken dining room of the estate 
on the costumes of Ganna Walska, the opera singer 
and creator of the gardens. We will end the day with 
a Tea hosted by Lotusland. 

Save the Date!
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Vintage Fashion Expo 
www.vintageexpo.com

March 16th-17th, 2013
Concourse Exhibition Center
635 Eighth St. (@ Brannan)

San Francisco, CA 94103

April 27th-28th, 2013
Santa Monica Civic Auditorium

1855 Main St. (@ Pico) Santa Monica, CA 90401

The Vintage Fashion Expo is entering its 25th year 
as the nation’s longest running 2 day vintage show. 
Dealers from around the country come together to 
present the finest in vintage clothing and accessories 
for men and women - from the 1900s to the 1980s. 

Vintage textiles and eyewear are also presented. 

Donate to the 2013 CSA National Symposium 
Silent Auction.

Are your shelves sinking under the weight of your 
fashion book collection? Closets overstuffed with 
vintage clothing? Sewing room overflowing with 

vintage notions or fabric? Anything else that might 
appeal to our CSA members? Consider donating 

your fashion or fashion-history related treasures to 
this important fund-raising event. All auction pro-

ceeds benefit the Costume Society of America.

Please contact Christina Johnson for additional 
information: cjohnson@FIDMmuseum.org or 

213.623.5821 x2225.

Regional announcements


