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Thomas Hammond  
examines a late 18th 
century jacket with 
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Doris Warren, Sarah Woodyard and Holly Alford await 

“WHAT IS IN YOUR CLOSET?” 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Highlights from our 2006 Annual Meeting and Symposium 

Ted Gonzales works 
his magic styling a hair 

style  from c1800.  
Registrar, Deb Barlow, and I.T. consultant, Don Smith, 
kept the symposium running smoothly.  



 

Greetings CSA Southeastern Region members! 

 Upon starting work on this letter to you, my goal was 
to write something you might find energizing and that 
you would read!  After fumbling for some time, it 
finally struck me that my inspiration often comes 
from our colleagues in the region.  They are          
intelligent, stimulating, vastly knowledgeable and 
excellent company - - so I’m sharing a  little about 
how this group inspired me. 

 It starts, and continues still, with Colleen Callahan 
telling me it wasn’t that hard to host a regional    
symposium.  (Go ahead and laugh.)  At Colleen’s 
urging I ‘signed up’ to chair the Region VI          
Symposium many years ago in Kentucky. Fortunately 
for me, Lori Meadows agreed to co-chair the event.  
(It is easier when you share the load and have a good 
team.)  Later, when I served as curator for an exhibit 
at the Headley-Whitney Museum, Colleen was the 
expert who guided the preparation and mounting of 
costumes.  It was a good thing I said yes to her that 
first time! 

After Lori Meadows and I took on the role of     
newsletter co-editors, Colleen and then Vicki Berger 
as regional president, kept me abreast of information 
and deadlines with regular phone calls.  Sally Queen 
inspired me, and many others, with her                  
entrepreneurial spirit, beautiful calendars, push for 
professional development, and leadership of our    
organization. 

Janet Hasson, while curator at Belle Meade         
Plantation, opened that costume collection for me to 
conduct research.  As the most recent president of our 
group, Janet has prepared me and the Board to carry 
on with a number of projects.  She inspires me now 
with the Tennessee Sampler Project she has           
undertaken, and urges me to follow-up on some    
costume research connecting Kentucky and          
Tennessee. 

Dale and Jim Liles have shared their incredible     
research about fiber production, spinning and dyeing 
at many meetings, and individually with CSA     
members.  I so looked forward to seeing Dale at each 
symposium.  I miss Jim so much, but it is very fitting 
our region memorialized him through the Jim Liles 
Student Award. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Everyone who worked on the wonderful symposium 
in Alexandria this year is part of this group who    
inspires and motivates me – Debbie Barlow, Cricket 
Bauer, Colleen Callahan, Mary Doering, Alden 
O’Brien, Newbie Richardson.   Those of you who 
presented papers are as well.  Your research was   
fascinating.  While the recollections above mention 
only a very few, there are many I haven’t identified. 

The common thread that ties these wonderful        
colleagues to us is their generosity in sharing their 
time, ideas and knowledge with all of us in CSA.  
When we see and talk with each other, it seems our 
knowledge and enthusiasm expands exponentially.  
Professional contacts keep all of us vital. 

SO, over the next two years, to benefit from the    
contacts with our colleagues, the Southeastern      
Region VI will have at least one mini-meeting in 
each state.  Mini-meetings help us stay in touch    
between symposia.  These mini-meetings refresh us 
with the excitement of ideas, activities, workshops, 
discoveries and collections in close-up.  The meet-
ings may include other professionals and/or the    
public.  (You, the host, decide.)  They are always  
announced to CSA members in the state where they 
are held, and mailers can go to contiguous states.  
The mini-meeting can ‘piggyback’ on another event – 
exhibit, talk, etc.  Mini-meetings serve members who 
can’t always attend the region’s annual symposium. 

YOUR ideas are needed for events, times, and places 
for meetings.  For example, an upcoming mini-
meeting in  Kentucky will be tied to an exhibit    
opening in 2007 at the Kentucky History Center.  
Curator Julienne Foster is     tentatively planning this 
event to include a storage tour of the fabulous clothes 
of the Valentine Peers family from the late 1700s and 
early 1800s. 

Who has an idea for a meeting in Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, Puerto Rico, South Carolina,       
Tennessee, Virgin Islands, Virginia  and West      
Virginia?  Please contact the mini-meeting chair, 
Susan Neill, Curator of the Atlanta History Center, or 
myself, for help in planning a meeting. Of course, we 
may be calling you too.      

Best,                   
Diane Leggett, President 
CSA Southeastern Region                 
859-622-3445  



 

Alexandria, Virginia Hosts “What Is In Your Closet?” 

 Alexandria, Virginia, northern most city our 
region, welcomed over 70 registrants to its first ever 
CSA Southeast Region VI annual meeting and    
symposium “What is in Your Closet” at the        
Embassy Suites Hotel August 4, 5 and 6, 2006. The 
symposium committee made up of CSA members 
from both Region VI and Mid-Atlantic Region II as 
well as several non-CSA members combined forces 
to make this one of the most successful regional 
events ever. Special mention goes to Debbie Barlow, 
symposium registrar who brought order and reason 
to the myriad offerings of the week-end. Participants 
came from as far away as Tempe, AZ and Los     
Angeles, CA to enjoy museum tours, workshops, 
and scholarship. 

 Colleen Callahan and Newbie Richardson 
started the week-end off with a new version of the 
Region’s “Preserving Our Past” conservation      
outreach to local museums and historical societies. 
Entitled “Displaying Our Past”, the workshop     
focused on all the dos,  don’ts, and tricks of the 
trade used to display historic clothing and textiles. 
The workshop attracted many non- CSA members 
as well as participants from Mid-Atlantic Region II 
and Western Region V. 

 Other registrants spent Friday morning at 
the DAR Museum (Region II) with curator Alden 
O’Brien (Region VI) for an illuminating study      
session of objects out of storage – including the 18th 
century Indian palampore recently acquired by the 
museum. After lunch in Washington DC,            
participants headed for a costume tour of exhibits at 
the National Museum of American History with 
symposium committee member and NMAH docent 
Tad Miller. That evening, we were treated to a     
delightful viewing of movie clips of costume - both 
dreadful and wonderful - orchestrated by Deborah 
Barlow and Cricket Bauer Pohanka. Kudos go to 
both of them for the over 30 movies they edited to 
bring us such a fun night of hoots and howls. 

 The week-end continued with exciting   
scholarship presented in the 19 papers delivered by 
CSA members and non-members from as far away 
as Ithaca, NY. The scope of the presentations 
ranged from exploring undiscovered treasures in the 
Kentucky Historical Society, to the history of    
decorative Argentine hair combs( pieneton), and 
fashionable fixes for  the out of date clothing we al 
have in our closets!. Our very own Sally Queen and 
Vicki Berger (now director of the Arizona Historical 
Society) gave the keynote address: Adventures in 
Compiling The CSA Filed Guide to Clothing and 
Textile Collections in the United States. (Copies are 
available at: www.sallyqueenassociates.com). 

  We were fortunate to have three Jim Lyles 
Student scholarship recipients - instead of the usual 
two – who came to the symposium to present their 
work. Cornelia Powell stepped up to the plate to 
make up the difference so that each award winner 
could each receive the full $500 award. The      
scholarship ended with new insights and discussion 
on the subject of late 18th century jackets with Mary 
Doering, who graciously shared over 20 examples 
from her collection. 

 Last, but certainly not least, many thanks go 
to two times World Champion Hair Stylist, Ted 
Gonzales (Western Region V) for coming all the way 
from Los Angeles to teach a workshop on “The  
Secrets of Historic Hair Styling”. Watching him turn 
a cheap ($30) synthetic blond “Afro” wig into a   
stylish coiffure of the 1790’s was inspiring! He kept 
over 30 participants enthralled for 3 hours with 
demonstrations of how to do 17 plus period dos 
from the 18th and 19th centuries. Ted had such a 
good time at the symposium that he has asked to 
become a member of Region VI! “You all are so 
much FUN!” he told me later. 

  We hope to see you all again for even more 
fun in Birmingham, AL Oct. 12 -14, 2007 

Newbie Richardson,        
Symposium Coordinator  



 

Southeastern Region VI 
Professional Development Grant 

Members are invited to apply for the Professional Development Grant offered by Southeastern Region VI 
of the Costume Society of America. Awards will be made at a minimum of $250 with the total award not 
to exceed $1000. Your project may be on any aspect of costume, any technical skill, or any administrative 
expertise which will further the mission and purposes of the Costume Society of America. The grant 
money may be applied to research, a course, workshop fees, or travel. Apply to the Southeastern Region 
VI Professional Development Committee. The Project Proposal must include the following: 
- Description of your project and explanation of how it contributes to your professional development 
- A budget page with justification of how the money will be used 
One past recipient used the money to conduct research at the Southern Historical Center at the University 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Another applied the grant money to courses used to gain certification as a 
personal property appraiser.  A recent recipient will use the grant money to travel to various museum   
collections to study Fortuny Delphos gowns, while another will apply the money toward her travel and 
registration for a workshop on the use of adhesives.  
 
Requirements for current applicants: 
Recipient must be a member of individual status in good standing of Costume Society of America     
Southeastern Region VI. 
Project Proposal submission must meet published deadline of February 15. 
Upon completion of the project, all expenses must be documented with receipts and sent to the Treasurer 
of Southeastern Region VI, Costume Society of America for reimbursement.  
A report about the project must be submitted to the CSA Region VI newsletter within one year. 
A presentation on the project will be delivered within two years at a Region VI symposium 
To apply, send 4 copies of the Project Proposal to: 
 
 Dr. Ann Beth Presley  
 308 Spidle Hall 
Dept. of Consumer Affairs 
Auburn University, AL 36849 
 
Questions, comments, or submissions may be sent to Ann Beth Presley at preslab@auburn.edu.  

 

The 2006 Professional Development Grant offered  
by Southeastern Region VI of the Costume Society  
of America was awarded to José Blanco F. from   
University of Georgia who will be traveling to 
Puerto Rico to research the “Máscaras” Festival in 
the city of Hatillo. José will interview festival      
participants as well as women who have been       
involved in making the traditional costumes. The 
Máscaras festival is a tradition originated in the     
Canary Islands and takes places every year on      
December 28th. 

 



 

SOUTHEASTERN REGION VI            
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
 
In anticipation of the exciting national symposium that 
Region VI will host in New Orleans May 21-24, 2008, 
we would like to launch a membership drive in an effort 
to increase our regional membership. 
Even though Region VI is one of the largest and most 
active regions, we all have friends and colleagues who 
should be members of CSA but who simply don't know 
about the organization or don't know what CSA can   
offer them as a member.  In an effort to reach out to 
these potential members, I would like to ask you all to 
formulate a list of people whom you would like to     
receive an invitation to join CSA.  I bet we can all come 
up with at least ten people (university colleagues,       
designers, local collectors, students, and many others) 
who would join if invited.  An invitation to join CSA 
written on official letterhead along with a membership 
brochure will be sent to each person for whom you can 
provide an address.  These letters will be sent out in the 
coming weeks, and I encourage you all to email or mail 
me with the names and addresses of these potential 
members. 
It's up to us to spread the word about how great CSA is 
and how much fun our symposia are, and I look forward 
to receiving names and addresses from all of you so that 
we can add valuable members to our region. 
 
Wayne Phillips 
2008 National Symposium Coordinator 
wphillips@crt.state.la.us 
Louisiana State Museum 
 P. O. Box 2448 
New Orleans, LA 70176-2448  

Mary Doering’s 18th century collection 

Mary was generous enough to bring a number of 
items from her 18th century clothing collection to 
the Alexandria meeting. They were available for 
participants at one of the meeting rooms.           
Following are some photos of the items and of 
CSA members examining them. 
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Jim Liles Student Award  

3 awards were given in 2006 for the Jim Liles 
Student Award. All three students attended 
the region’s annual symposium and presented 
their papers.   

The award recipients were:       

• Holly Pennebaker from University of        
Kentucky. Her paper was titled Female 
Body Building vs The Western Cultural 
Ideal   

•  Sarah Scaturro from The Fashion Institute 
of Technology discussed The Hmong 
Pleated Skirt   

• Steffany 
Hagler from 
Florida State 
University. Her 
presentation 
was titled 
Bringing the 
World of    
Historic    
Costume to 
Children 
through Museum Education.     
(pictured above)  

RESEARCH QUERY: BY KAREN A. SMITH:       
I am currently researching Revolutionary War era clothing worn in 
the South Carolina Backcountry. In recognition of the fact that 
artifacts from one area make their way to the most un-thought-of 
areas one could imagine, I would like put out an inquiry to the   
genera membership as to whether anyone knows of existing      
garments for that time period and location." Please respond to 
KAREN at:Spinster1780@yahoo.com. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: 

Hi everyone. Please notice that I recently took a position at      
University of Georgia, so you should use my new contact         
information when you submit items for the next newsletter. The 
dateline for the Spring newsletter is March 1st. 

José Blanco F.                     Textiles, Merchandising and Interiors                         
University  of Georgia         Athens, GA 30602-3622                                         
Phone: 706-542-4885           Fax: 706-542-0410                                           
E-mail: jblanco@fcs.uga.edu 

TAPESTRY EXHIBIT 

Bass Museum of Art in Miami Beach, FL presents 
"Tapestries of 20th Century Modernists," on view now 
through October 8, 2006. The exhibit includes some 
twenty works by Picasso, Matisse, Calder, Kandinsky, 
and Le Corbusier, among others. For more information, 
visit http://www.bassmuseum.org. 
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Funding is available each year to support mini-meetings within the Region by providing monies       
required to publicize these events.  Meetings can be designed around a local event such as a theatrical 
performance or museum exhibition and can be in partnership with an organization, an historic home, a 
museum, or a bordering CSA region.  These smaller versions of the Region’s annual symposium are 
encouraged because they not only provide local CSA members with costume programming but also 
foster interest in costume topics among potential members.   

Submission of a proposal is required in order to be considered for $125 in funding which, among other 
publicity-related expenditures, could be used to purchase mailing labels available from the CSA        
national office for a minimal fee.  Two meetings were successfully held this last year, one in Huntsville, 
Alabama, and one in Richmond, Virginia.   

For further information, please contact Susan Neil at the Atlanta History Center, (404) 814-4059 or 
sneill@atlantahistorycenter.com  

REGIONAL MIMI-MEETINGS 

This exhibition provides, for the first time, an opportunity to display together the quilts in the     
museum's collection. These textiles include a chintz appliqué quilt attributed to the Sewing Society 
of the First Baptist Church in Philadelphia from c. 1847, a silk    
album quilt presented to Joesph Cummings in the mid-19th century, 
probably in New York state, and mid-20th-century quilts found in 
Georgia. This exhibition also will feature two mid-20th-century 
quilts, one made of fabric from men's suits, and the other            
incorporating men's neckties. 

The exhibit curator was Ashley Callahan, the museum’s curator of 
decorative arts. 

American Quilts at the Georgia Museum of Art  
August 19-October 8, 2006 

What better way to spend those post-holiday vacation days than on a "costume" trip to Mexico! CSA Members 
and guests are invited to this CSA sponsored study tour of the Yucatan, December 27, 2006 - January 4, 2007. 
Highlights include visits to museums and markets in the capital city of Merida; archaeological sites; and a former 
henequen plantation, Hacienda Yaxcopoil. 

For a complete itinerary, pricing, and additional information, see the CSA website at http://
www.costumesocietyamerica.com/tours.htm or contact  

VICKI L. BERGER [Southwestern Region VII] at 602-256-9457                      
(Phoenix, AZ) or Thea Lawrence of Bon Voyage Travel at                  
520-795-8400 ext. 170 (Tucson, AZ).2008.          

LET’S GO TO YUCATAN ! 



 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

José Blanco F.                                            
Textiles, Merchandising and Interiors 
University  of Georgia                           
Athens, GA 30602-3622 

 Phone: 706-542-4885 
 Fax: 706-542-0410 
 E-mail: jblanco@fcs.uga.edu 
 

PLEASE NOTE THE NEW CONTACT 
INFORMATION FOR THE NEWSLETTER”S 

EDITOR 

 

COSTUME SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
 SOUTHEAST REGION  

To have your exhibit and any other 
events listed in our Newsletter 

please send information to: 

WE ARE ON THE WEB !  

HTTP ://
W WW.COSTUMESOCIETY AME RICA.COM/

R EGIONVI  

2007 CSA Region VI Annual/Symposium is set for October 13-14 in Birmingham, 
Alabama.   

The conference will visit the Birmingham 
Art Museum opening of  "Pompeii: Tales from an 
Eruption", the International Exhibition which will 
visit only 3 sites in the U.S. 
Information:  

Anne Foschler:  aforschler@artsbama.org 
 Ruth Truett:  rtruett@hiwaay.net 

Mark your calendars and begin to prepare 
your costume research for presentation.   

A call for papers will be issued early in 2007. 

Birmingham in 2007 

FOR AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF THIS NEWSLETTER ON PDF FORMAT PLEASE EMAIL THE EDITOR 
AT: JBLANCO@ FCS.UGA.EDU 


