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 The Birmingham Museum of Art invites The Costume Society of 
America Southeastern Region to join museum members for a special 
preview of  “Pompeii: Tales of an Eruption.” Melissa Falkner     
Mercurio, Head Registrar, Birmingham Museum of Art and Wayne 
Phillips, Curator of Costume and Textiles, Louisiana State Museum 
will present their curatorial  perspective on dealing with disasters.  
Their experience and institutional planning for costume collections 
will set the scene for  visit to the Pompeii Exhibition and the      
costume storage area at the museum.  

 Kara McClurken of SOLINET, Atlanta office, will anchor 
this symposium propelling us all into a world of disaster              
preparedness and recovery.  Kara is a Preservation Services         
Librarian who serves as advisor to several regional planning groups. 
Her presentation will conclude the symposium on Sunday setting 
our faces to the future. Saturday and Sunday mornings will concen-
trate on CSA juried papers on the cutting edge of costume, historical 
and collection research and care. 

 “RESCUING OUR PAST” - PRE-CONFERENCE  WORKSHOP - 

A day long seminar focusing on the special needs of historical clothing and textiles in disaster planning. 
Do you know how to rescue your collection from the ravages of flood, fire, or insect infestation? Join 
Costume and Textile Specialists, Colleen Callahan, and Newbold (Newbie) Richardson for an            
information filled day learning about the nuts and bolts of emergency care, costume conservation,    
storage, management, and display.  The workshop is designed for small museum staff, volunteers and 
interested laymen.  Workshop will include:                      
   -Philosophy and mission                                                      
   -What to do after a flood or a fire                                                 
   -Storage options and challenges                                                    
   -Vacuuming and pest control                                                        
   -Wet cleaning techniques and materials                                         
   -Dry cleaning – and how to find a good one                                  
   -How to find inexpensive, usable mannequins                              
   -How to retrofit to be archival                                                       
   -Proper padding for period fit                                                            
   -Cost effective display alternatives 

 Cost supported in part by a grant from the Susan Varner and Suzanne Arena Memorial Fund. 

  TIME: 9:30 AM – 4:30 PM  OCTOBER 12, 2007,       
 BIRMINGHAM PUBLIC LIBRARY,  2100 Park Place and Richard Arrington  Blvd. 

COSTUME SOCIETY OF AMERICA  

SOUTHEASTERN  REGION 

 S Y M P O S I U M     OCTOBER 12-14, 2007 

REGISTRATION STILL OPEN FOR BIRMINGHAM SYMPOSIUM                                                                             
Go to http://www.costumesocietyamerica.com/RegionVI/event_workshop_sym.htm for registra-

tion information or contact Ruth Truett  (205) 592-2592    rtruett@hiwaay.net 



 

GREETINGS SOUTHEASTERN CSA MEMBERS 

SYMPOSIUM   It is fast approaching, October 12-14 in   
Birmingham Alabama.  An excellent opportunity to update 
knowledge, see a fabulous exhibit, and refresh connections 
with colleagues. 

The symposium program theme, "Saving Our Stuff: 
Recovery from Katrina/Rita and Planning for Costume in 
Future Disasters,” provides attendees with the experience and 
expertise of museum   colleagues who have dealt with       
collections, including costume - before and after disasters.  
Symposium attendees will examine an epic historical disaster 
as we will be the first group welcomed to the exhibition 
"Pompeii: Tales from an Eruption" at the Birmingham     
Museum of Art.  

A new pre-symposium workshop on collection   
recovery after a disaster and preparations for care of costumes 
in disaster will be presented by Colleen Callahan and Newbie 
Richardson.   This will be a full day of training in the "tried 
and true" and the newest information, materials and          
techniques.  This new workshop enables our Southeastern 
Region to further fulfill its mission of education, preservation 
and service. 

 MINI-MEETINGS   Additional money was set 
aside in our budget this year to sponsor mini-meetings.  Two 
mini-meetings have been held. The first was arranged by 
Louise Benner, Curator of  Costume and Textiles at the North 
Carolina Museum of History, in March of this year.            
Anchored by the exhibition titled “What We Wore in North 
Carolina,” the program featured Colleen Callahan, CSA    
Fellow and Curator Emeritus of Costume, Valentine        
Richmond History Center, Richmond VA.   Her presentation, 
“Bustles, Bloomers and Naked Women: Women’s Fashions of 
the Nineteenth Century,” was followed by a dessert reception 
and opportunity to see Artist-at-Work, Milliner Jan Wut-
kowski, who restores and creates hats. The second mini-
meeting, on September 8 in Surry, VA, featured the exhibition 
“Wives & Daughters: Four Centuries of Women’s Fashion at 
Bacon’s Castle.”  A special lecture on 17th century jackets was 
given by Brenda Rosseau, Manager of the Costume Design 
Center at Colonial Williamsburg.  Tours of the exhibit were 
led by Curator Catherine Dean and exhibit lender Mary     
Doering. 

THANK YOU   Many thanks to the generous    
colleagues serving on the local symposium committee,      
paper/presentations review committees and those who have 
planned mini-meetings.  Their contributions of time,         
experience, and expertise are a great benefit to all of us. I 
hope to see many of you at the Birmingham Symposium.  At 
the annual meeting on Saturday we will consider the proposed 
bylaw changes presented in this newsletter.  Past President 
Janet Hasson is greatly appreciated for her diligent efforts 
working on the bylaw revisions and so much else for the 
Southeastern Region. 

Diane Leggett, President * Southeastern Region President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO REGIONAL BY-LAWS 

 
 These underlined changes will be presented to the  membership for 
discussion and approval at the Annual   Meeting on October 13th in 
Birmingham.  
 
ARTICLE I: NAME AND ESTABLISHMENT 
 Section 1: Name (Name change) 
A.  The name of this organization shall be Costume Society of 
America, Inc., Southeastern Region. 
C. The Southeastern Region shall be referred to as the Region 

herein. 
        
ARTICLE II: OBJECTIVES  
 Section 3: Awards (Section added) 
The Board is empowered to establish awards benefiting the      
membership.  In any given Year, established awards shall only be 
awarded if they can be funded from the 
Region’s treasury. 
  Section 6: Committees and Appointments (Add the  
following committees)  
A.  Standing Committees and Appointments  
6. Jim Liles Student Award: Provide scholarships to student members 
of the Southeastern Region to attend the Region’s Annual         
Symposium 
7. Preserving Our Past Workshop: Provides educational outreach to the 
public and staff of institutions as well as CSA members regarding 
conservation, preservation, and display of costume.  
 8.  Professional Development Award: Provide fellowships to a         
member(s) of the Southeastern Region for professional              
development or research. 
 
ARTICLE V: BOARD ELECTIONS AND VOTING 
Section 1: Board and Officer Elections (Statement changed) 
               5. Make the results of the election available to the      
President (omit the phrase in italics) and all candidates.  The President 
shall notify all candidates as to the results. 
Section 3: Nominations to the National Board of Directors 
(Omit entire section) 
Annually, the board shall propose one or more members of the Region to the 
Nominating Committee of the Society’s Board of Directors, following the     
procedures established by the Society.  These nominations must be sent to the 
Society’s national office by November 1 preceding the Spring elections. 
 
ARTICLE VI: MEETINGS  
Section 1: Types of Meetings 
B.  Board of Directors Meetings (Number Changed from two to 
one.) 
1.  The Board shall hold at least one regular meeting per year with 
that meeting following the Annual Meeting at the Symposium. 
 
ARTICLE X:   Amendments (Omit sentences in italics and     
substitute underlined sentence.) 
 D.  A two-thirds (2/3) vote by eligible voting members present at the Annual 
Business Meeting of the Region will amend or revise these Bylaws, provided 
written notice of the proposed amendment or revision has been mailed as      
indicated above. 
D.  Amendments to the By-Laws may be made by a vote of a     
majority of the Board of Directors.                                                                                                                



 

COSTUME SOCIETY OF AMERICA  
SOUTHEASTERN  REGION 

 S Y M P O S I U M     OCTOBER 12-14, 2007 

                                                                                                                 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 

Thursday afternoon   Registration 5 to 6 p.m. Sheraton Lobby for Workshop 

Friday     Registration 9 to 9:30a.m. at Library meeting room for workshop 

Registration 6 to 7 p.m. Sheraton Lobby                       

Workshop at Birmingham Central Library, preparing collections and care of  

                                            collections before disaster and in recovery. (easy walk)          

Saturday  Registration 7:30 a.m.   Sheraton Lobby 

8 -10a.m    Breakfast snack,    (coffee till ll: 00) 

9 to 11:45   Sheraton Meeting room: Presentations and juried presentations 

12:00    Lunch at the Sheraton, Annual meeting during lunch  

1:30p.m.     Meeting Room: Panel Discussion, Rita and Katrina events 

     Wayne Phillips and Melissa Falkner Mercurio 

2:45      Birmingham Museum of Art.  Group tour costume storage      
                                            Visit Pompeii exhibition, plus free time for permanent collection.                                         

Saturday night   Board meeting and Dinner for Board members (carpool) 

    Members enjoy dinner on your own 

Sunday    9 to 11:30 — Juried Presentations 

11:40                                            Special presentation: Kara McClurken, Preservation Services Librarian,                                     

                                                          Southeastern Library Network, Atlanta 

12:30    Adjourn 

SAMPLE JURIED PRESENTATIONS 

 Brenda Rosseau, Colonial Williamsburg: “Evidence of the Use of Household Livery in Colonial and Early Federal  
Chesapeake. 

 Ann Beth Jenkins Presley, Auburn University”: “Clothing of the 1920s Related 
to Art and Architecture” and  “The Fashionable Lady of the 1850s in America: 
Captive and Captivating” 

 Sarah Woodyard, Ohio State University:  “Made In Clean and Healthful       
Conditions”: The Study of a White Labeled Garment 

 Wayne Phillips, Louisiana State Museum: “After the Storm: Collecting Katrina 
and Rita Artifacts” 

 José Blanco and Raúl Vázquez-López, University of Georgia: “Costume      
Construction and Evolution at the Mascaras Festival of Hatillo, Puerto Rico.” 

 Ryan Aldridge & Jenna Tedrick Kuttruff, Louisiana State University: “Analysis of the Shoe Remains from a North    
Louisiana Burial” 

 Yao Zeng, Haesun Park, Chuanlan Liu & Jenna Tedrick Kuttruff, Louisiana State University: “Content Analysis of     
Chinese Qipao Influence as seen in American Vogue: 1980-2000” 



 

GET EXCITED ABOUT THE NATIONAL SYMPOSIUM! 
 
 
 We hope everyone is jazzed about the next CSA 
National Symposium to be hosted by the South-
eastern region and taking place in New Orleans, 
May 20-25, 2008.  Co-chairs Wayne Phillips and 
Jessica Hack want to involve as many           
Southeastern regional members as they can so we 
can show off our region.  Here are some of the 
ways you can be involved: 
 
 
 Present a paper.  The Call for Papers was     
issued at the national symposium in San Diego, 
and    abstracts are due October 1.  Go to 
www.costumesocietyamerica.com and click on  
the “Symposia” tab to download the Call for   
Papers.  There are two types of papers this year: 
Oral Research Papers and, for the first time ever at  
a CSA national symposium, Oral Design Research 
Papers.  See the website for description and   
guidelines. 
 
Present in another way.  In addition to juried 
papers and design presentations, there are many 
other ways to participate in the symposium:   
Armchair Tours of costume exhibitions, On the Aisle theatrical costume presentations, and Research Exhibits dis-
played on tabletops. 
 
Donate to the silent auction.  Do you have extra copies of costume books, periodicals and journals?  Are 
you a designer of clothing or accessories?  Do you have some wonderful costume collectibles you  wouldn’t 
mind parting with?  Do you offer costume-oriented services, such as conservation or appraisal?  Consider 
contributing your items or services to the silent auction.  This event is one of the chief fundraisers for CSA 
during the national symposium. 
 
Serve on a committee.  There are many committees that need capable volunteers: Vendors’ Marketplace, 
Silent Auction, Research Exhibits, Registration, Museum Tours, Post-Symposium Tours, Newcomers or 
Mentors Event, Publicity, Audio-Visual and Student Assistants. 
 
Volunteer!  We need lots of volunteers in all areas: staffing the registration table, serving as timekeepers   
during presentations, and serving as bus hosts and walking escorts between events.  
 
Most importantly, COME!  Show CSA how active and involved Southeastern regional 
members are by coming to the symposium.  You will have a great time, learn a lot, connect 
with your colleagues, show off the region, and don’t forget about the incredible food! 
 
 Contact Wayne Phillips at (504) 568-2475 or wphillips@crt.state.la.us or Jessica Hack at (504) 366-0786 or 
Jhack49@aol.com to get involved.  And get excited!    



 

       Shaping the Silhouette:     
 A Glimpse into 20th-Century Fashion 

Georgia Museum of Art 
    Athens, Georgia  

December 1, 2007 - March 10, 2008 

This exhibition will feature a collection of garments and accessories 
from  the Historic Costume Collection at the University of Georgia's 
Department of Textiles, Merchandising and Interiors. The costumes will 
illustrate changes in fashion styles and silhouettes during the 20th      
century. The exhibition will be curated by students in the department's 
"Museum Issues in Historic Clothing and Textiles" course taught by CSA 
member José Blanco. The Museum’s in-house curator for the exhibit is 
Ashley Callahan, curator of the Henry D. Green Center   for the Study 
of Decorative Arts, Georgia Museum of Art. The exhibit is on view in 
the Rowland and Letitia Radford Collection Study Gallery and is spon-
sored by  the W. Newton Morris Charitable Foundation and the Friends 
of the Georgia Museum of Art.  

Dress, Culture and Communication 
CSA Southeast Region Mini-Meeting and Student Paper Competition 

 Athens, Georgia * February 1st and 2nd, 2008 

 The Department of Textiles, Merchandising and Interiors at the University of Georgia is pleased to  
invite graduate and undergraduate students in any field to submit proposals for presentations at the Costume 
Society of America’s Southeast region mini-meeting to be held in Athens, Georgia on February 1st and 2nd 2008. 
This meeting aims to draw attention to the growing field of research around dress and fashion including issues 
related to clothing history, dress and culture, politics of dress, dress as non-verbal communication, fashion   
theory, dress and the social process, psychological aspects of dress, clothing in literature and art, costume and 
performance, clothing and popular culture, the functions of dress, dress and human interaction, dress and    
appearance, dress and ethnicity, dress and religion, fashion and consumer behavior and an expanding variety of 
topics. Students from all majors at the University of Georgia as well as any other institution of higher education 
are encouraged to submit a proposal. The mini-meeting will be held at the Georgia Museum of Art in          
conjunction with the exhibit “Shaping the Silhouette: A Glimpse into 20th-Century Fashion” on display from 
December 1, 2007 to March 10, 2008.                       
 To submit a paper for the competition please prepare an 8 to 10 double-spaced manuscript for a 20 
minute presentation. The title must be included only at the top of the first page. Do not include the name of 
the author in the paper. On a separate cover sheet include: the title of the paper, name of the author; university; 
class level; major; address; telephone number and e-mail address. Send the original paper with cover sheet, and 
2 copies of the paper, postmarked by Friday, December 7th, 2007 to:                                                             
 Dr. José Blanco F.               
 Department of Textiles, Merchandising and Interiors, University of Georgia    
 303 Dawson Hall           
 Athens, GA 30602-3622          
 Submission of a paper implies your willingness to speak if your paper is accepted. Number of papers 
accepted and awards will be determined at a later date. For questions please write to jblanco@fcs.uga.edu or 
706-542-4885 
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Kentucky Historical Society – Frankfort KY 

Our New Kentucky Home: Immigrant Experiences 
April 21, 2007 - March 29, 2008, Frankfort, KY 

 
 The Kentucky Museum – Bowling Green KY 
The Little Colonel: A Romanticized Look at Kentucky Childhood November 14, 2007-January 31, 2008 

 
 
The Museum of the American Quilter’s Society – Paducah KY 
Hanging by a Thread  
August 15, 2007-November 27, 2007 
 
Hanging by a Thread, looks at how threadwork is important to carrying the art of quilting forward.  Thread 
does more than hold fabrics together; it can fashion the whole design of a quilt!  Quiltmakers today are using 
threads for much more than function. Thread plays a major role in the design of all the pieces in this exhibit.   

The exhibition provides perspective on why new Kentuckians of all eras uproot established lives to  embark on 
uncertain futures. Photographs and costume are in the exhibit. 

The exhibit features Little Colonel dolls, a Little Colonel game board, and Annie Fellows Johnston    publica-
tions loaned by the Sue Lynn McDaniel Collection. 

NEWS FROM KENTUCKY 
By Diane Legget 

Seminole People of Florida: Survival and Success Exhibit 

 November 15, 2007 through June 1, 2008 -  Museum of Florida History   

 The exhibit provides a glimpse into Seminole history, culture, and artistic    

traditions from the mid-1850s to the present. The exhibit will include more 

than 150 artifacts, historical photographs, colorful graphics, a recreation of an 

early 20th century trading post and a traditional Seminole dwelling known as a 

chickee.  

 Museum hours are Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.;      

Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sunday and holidays, 12:00 noon to 

4:30 p.m.  The Museum of Florida History is located in the R. A. Gray Building 

at 500 South Bronough Street, Tallahassee, Florida. Admission is free.  For 

more information contact 850.245.6400 or go online at 

www.museumoffloridahistory.com.  
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Atlanta History Center, Atlanta, GA :  “Shaping   
Traditions, Folk Arts in a Changing South”     
Known to be one of the signature exhibitions at the    
Atlanta History Center, it features different pieces of  
Folk arts that have been part of southern culture for   
generations. A highlight of the exhibit is a quilt by Susan 
Lloyd of Rome, Georgia from the mid -nineteenth       
century.  

The High Museum of Art: Atlanta, GA : “Harry   
Callahan: Eleanor”    
      September 8 – December 9, 2007           
       Lower Level, Wieland Pavillion                
This exhibit features the work of acclaimed photographer 
Harry Callahan and pictures he took of his wife of 63 
years, Eleanor. A lecture will be given on September 20th 
at 7 PM and a panel discussion will take place on         
November 8th at 7 PM.  

Georgia Museum of Art: Athens, GA : “Real Western 
Wear: Beaded Gauntlets from the William P. Healey 
Collection”                       
September 29, 2007 - January 6, 2008        
This exhibit shows 73 different pairs of gloves made by 
Plains, Plateau, and Great Basin Indian artists from the 
1890s-1940s.   

Gallery 1006: Augusta, GA  is open Tuesday-Saturday 
from 11 AM-5 PM and is currently showing Quilts by 
Diane Bielak.  It is located on “Artist’s Row” in historic, 
downtown Augusta.  

The Root House Museum: Marietta, GA                 
The Root House Museum shows what home life of a 
middle class merchant and his family was like in the 
1850s. The museum is furnished with furniture and   
fashions of the mid-nineteenth century.   

Marietta Museum of History: Marietta, GA 
“Something Old Something New: The Beauty and 
Grace of Bridal Ensembles”             
This exhibit is open through mid-January 2008.  There are 
over 30 gowns, which range in date from 1800-2006.  
Some highlights include a 1928 peach dress worn by 
Mariettan Elizabeth Moor Tomlinson, which is a perfect 
example of the popular flapper style of the period.   

The Marietta Gone With the Wind Museum:         
Marietta, GA Scarlet on the Square features a collection 
of artifacts related to the novel and the film.  One of the 
main highlights of this collection is the original Bengaline 
honeymoon gown that Vivienne Leigh wore in the film.     

NEWS FROM GEORGIA 
By Anna Freeman 

FOR AN ELECTRONIC COPY OF THIS NEWSLET-
TER ON PDF FORMAT PLEASE EMAIL THE EDI-
TOR AT: JBLANCO@ FCS.UGA.EDU 

So Far, So Good 

 Mini-meetings are a great way to bring costume lovers 
together, show off our accomplishments, promote the 
organization, give back to other members, and get a 
CSA Southeastern Region VI grant of up to $125 to 
publicize the event.  Did you know that members in 
four of the twelve states in CSA Southeastern Region 
VI have held or are planning mini-meetings this year? 

 Our goal is to hold a mini-meeting in each state by fall 
2008.  Giving Alabama well-deserved credit for hosting 
the regional meeting, we still have several states to go.  
If you live in Arkansas, Florida, Kentucky, Mississippi, 
South Carolina, Tennessee, or West Virginia, please 
consider hosting a mini-meeting related to your        
costume-related exhibition, lecture, film, fashion show, 
etc. soon. 

 To learn more about putting together a mini-meeting, 
ask any board member during the regional meeting in 
Birmingham.  For help with an idea or details, contact 
Susan Neill anytime:  sneill@atlantahistorycenter.com; 
404.814.4059.  Thank you for supporting CSA South-

MINI-MEETINGS 
By Susan Neill 

RECENT EVENTS 
What’s That On Your Head? 
 An Exhibition Featuring Twenty five Years of         
Costume Accessories  Designed and Executed by  
Patricia M. Wesp was presented at the  Andrews Gallery 
in  The College of William and Mary in  Williamsburg  
Virginia from July 20 to August 12th.  

 

A CSA Southeastern Region Mini-meeting 
was held on September 8th at Bacon's Castle, an APVA 
site in Surry County, VA.  The exhibit featured clothing 
from Mary Doering's collection.  



 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 

José Blanco F.                                            
Textiles, Merchandising and Interiors 
University  of Georgia                           
Athens, GA 30602-3622 

 Phone: 706-542-4885 
 Fax: 706-542-0410 
 E-mail: jblanco@fcs.uga.edu 

 

 

COSTUME SOCIETY OF AMERICA 
 SOUTHEAST REGION  

To have your exhibit and any other 
events listed in our Newsletter 

please send information to: 

WE ARE ON THE WEB !  

HTTP : / /
WWW . COSTUMESOCIETYAMERICA. C O M/

R EGIONVI  

FASHION PERSPECTIVE TOURS 
Come join us on a Fashion Perspective Tour !  For more information on all tours contact Pam Sexton 
804/649-0562 or pam@fashionperspectivetours.com 
  
Thailand, Vietnam, Hong Kong.  January 15 – February 7, 2008.  The glories of Asia await you; sights, silk,   
historic fashion, current designers.  Design your own trip exploring one, two, or all three destinations. 
  
Madrid and Barcelona, Spain.  March 8 – 15, 2008.  Visit the Real Fábrica de Tapices in Madrid, the royal     
tapestry factory, where they are still made by hand. 
 Barcelona offers the Museu i d’Indumentaria which has a 
chronological overview of textiles, costumes, embroidery, 
and needlepoint. 
  
Hong Kong Fashion Week.  July 2008. 
  
Pamela Sexton 
Fashion Perspective Tours 
100 East Main Street 
Richmond, VA, USA 23219-2112 
Tel:   804/649-0562  Fax:  804/649-1222  


