
 

                                                                                                                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Costume Society of America (CSA)  

Southwestern Region 

Newsletter  APRIL 2010  

Arizona, Colorado, Kansas, New Mexico, Utah, Oklahoma, Texas - Where the west was won! 
President's Message  

Dear CSA Southwest Me mbers,  
 
Spring is almost here, at least in Texas.  We should have a couple of months of nice weather 
before we are slammed with 100+ temperatures!  It seems that we were just in Phoenix not long 
ago and now it is already time to plan for Kansas City.  That  is where the next national 
symposium will be, May 25 -30, hosted by the mid -western region.  Everyone should have 
received their symposium brochures.  Information about the symposium can also be found on 
the CSA website.  
 
It was good to see many of you in the Dallas/Fort Worth area last fall.  The fall regional was 
much fun with visits to the Mary Kay museum, Main Street -Grapevine, the new Dallas 
Performing Arts Center, and a special tour of the Fashion on Main exhibit òPainting the Townó.  
Several of us ha d a secret peek inside of òCaraleeõs Closetó along with dinner at her home.  Much 
thanks to Caralee Smith and Myra Walker for helping to make the weekend successful.  
 
A productive board meeting was held that weekend.  We discussed reviewing and revising th e 
regional by -laws, which have not been updated in years.  We also discussed sponsoring a 
student for membership or attendance at a CSA event.  We are pleased  to announce that with 
the remaining money from the weekend a student membership was offered to a s tudent at the 
University of North Texas.  We hope to be able to sponsor more students.  The board will also 
seek state representatives so that the region will have a point person to communicate and 
report on member activities and events in each state.  
 
We are now in full swing of planning events for 2010.  Jennifer Klos has an exciting weekend 
planned for us in Oklahoma City.  The weekend will include talks and meetings with Hollywood 
costume designer Deborah Landis and textile conservator Cara Varnell alon g with visits to 
Jenniferõs exhibit Sketch to Screen  at the Oklahoma City Museum of Art and a behind the scenes 
tour of the textile department at the National Cowboy Museum.  We hope many of you will join 
us for this exciting weekend.  
 
In Salt Lake City, M ary Farahnakian and Jaynanne Mead are already planning a fall event around 
the Salt Lake City and Provo areas.  A date has not been set yet, but should be around late 
September, early October.  It should be fun to venture to the Western side of our region.  
 
We look forward to hearing about the exhibits and events at your organizations and in your 
areas.  Please keep the information coming.  Also think about hosting a regional meeting or just 
a small local gathering.  Many of our events gain the interest of both members and non -
members.  Letõs keep the networking lines open! 
 
Hope to see many of you at a regional or national event soon!  
 
Regards, 
Edie ð Southwest Region President  
 
 



 

                                                                                                                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Southwest fall regional meeting was held in the 
Dallas -Fort Worth, TX area in November.  The weekend 
began with a Friday afternoon tour of the Mary Kay 
headquarters located in Addison, TX.  The tour included 
a visit to her private  office and board room and the Mary 
Kay museum located at the headquarters.  
 
Mary Kay is one of the early female entrepreneurs and 
has influenced many women to become financially 
independent.  Mary Kay brand make up is sold 
worldwide .  The sales consultan ts are located throughout 
the US and around the world.  
 
The Mary Kay museum, located in the lobby of the 
headquarters, displayed samples of the makeup  
throughout the years.  Sales director uniforms along with 
Mary Kayõs event gowns are on display.  One section of 
the museum had photographs of the hundreds of sales 
directors worldwide.  

Costume Society Southwest Regional Meeting  
Dallas -Forth Worth, TX  November 20 09  

By Edith Sanford  
 

 
Mary Kay Evening Gown  

 
Mary Kayõs Office 

 
Mary Kayõs Desk 

 
Sales Director Uniform 1980õs 



 

                                                                                                                           

 

 
Friday evening the group headed over 
to Grapevine, TX for a wine and 
cheese reception.  Prior to the 
reception many people walked around 
historic Main Street in Grapevi ne 
where many of the buildings are 
standing from years past.  They now 
house boutique shops, wineries, and 
restaurants.  Our reception was held 
in the old historic hotel located on 
Main Street.  Members of the 
Grapevine wine pourers club served 
us local wi ne from the Grapevine 
wineries.  
 
Saturday morning began with a tour 

of the new Dallas Performing 
Arts Center.  We toured the 
Winspear Opera House and the 
Wylie Theater.    
 
The tours took us behind 
the scenes at each of the 
new venues.  In the Wylie 
Theat er we were able to 
walk through the new 
costume shop.  

 
 
 

 
Our busy Saturday also included special tours of the Texas Fashion Collection exhibit at Fashion on 
Main òPainting the Townó and the Yeohlee fashion exhibit at the Crow Collection.  Myra Walker took 
us through both interesting fashion exhibits.  òPainting the Townó was an exhibit of 20õs fashions.  
Yeohlee exhibit, where Myra was a guest curator for the Crow Collection, was an example of 
contemporary fashions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Winspear Opera House                                          Wyl ie Theater   
 

      

Wylie Terrace Lounge                                Costume Shop  
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While in the downtown  area, members 
and guests had the opportunity to visit 
other museums and galleries in the 
Dallas Arts District.  
 
Saturday evening was spent at Caralee 
Smithõs house.  The evening included 
dinner, a short meeting, and a peek 
inside of òCaraleeõs Closetó.  Caralee is a 
collector, seller, and researcher of 
vintage clothing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The fast -paced weekend was 
packed with much fun, 
adventure, and networking 
for our members and guests.  
We look forward to the next 
fun -filled weekend.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Some of Caraleeõs Collection on Displ ay 

 

Enjoying the Evening at Caraleeõs House 
 

 



 

                                                                                                                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   In the Mood   April 3 -August 15, 2010  Kelly Ellman Fashion Design Gallery  
All programs included with Museum general admission unless otherwise noted.  

Always free for Museum Members.  
 

While American soldiers were overseas fighting in the Second World War, women were encouraged 
to do their part to bolster moral by keeping up their appearances.  This desire to lift spirits and 
maintain a sense of normalcy was challenged by wartime difficulties, such as material rationing 

and the closing of Parisian fashi on houses.  What 
could have been a lackluster period of American 
fashion design actually became a time of patriotic 
ingenuity during which American designers 
experienced a creative surge.   
 
Showcasing over 35 fully accessorized fashion 
ensembles from the 1940s, In the Mood looks at 
design and life on the American home front and the 
important role women and fashion design played in 
the victories of WWII.  Undertaking new roles and new 
uniforms in the workforce American women played a 
significant part in the  war winning òarsenal of 
democracy.ó  From victory suits to romantic styled 
dresses, tailored military uniforms affected fashion 
both in emulation of and in counterbalance to these 
new roles.  Hollywood movies presented a glamorized 
version of the war and were influential in setting style 
and morale.  
 
Highlights include works by Adrian, Irene, Claire 
McCardell and Howard Greer along with original 
military uniforms including Mainboucherõs design for 
the WAVES, òRosie the Riveteró work wear and 
inventive dres ses and negligees made from 
repurposed parachutes.   

 
LECTURES 
 

In the Mood: Glamour in the 1940s           April 7, 7pm  
Dennita Sewell, curator of fashion design, gives an overview of the effects of rationing and sweeping social shifts during wi th the ons et 
of World War II. She examines their effects on appearance and glamour in the 1940s though the pages of period fashion magazin es and 
examples of original works now on view.    
 
Adrian: The Iconic Suit            June 2, 7pm  

Jane Trapnell Marino, fashion h istorian, looks back at Hollywoodõs Golden Age to examine Adrianõs worldwide importance as costume 
designer for Metro Goldwyn -Mayer. She then discusses his subsequent role as a fashion designer within the context of 1940s fashion 
and limitations imposed by  World War II.  

 
 
 
 
 

Phoenix Art Museum  Programming  
by Helen Nosova  

 

 


